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PREFACE. 



THIS book is written in prosecution of the views stated 
in "The Blot on the Brain." The historical and 
psychological studies may be considered as a continuation 
of the papers in that book on Mohammed, Joan of Arc, 
Mohammed Togblak, and others. All the characters described 
in the present work, in my opinion, suffered from some 
mental derangement. They were led away by delusions or 
uncontrollable passions from the right comprehension of 
things, or the right line of conduct. In figurative language, 
they were visited by spectres which passed through the Ivory 
Gate. For those unlearned in Greek and Latin it may not 
be superfluous to observe that the earliest allusion to this 
fancy occurs in Book XIX. of the Odyssey, line 562, which 
is thus translated by Pope : — 

" Immured within the silent bower of 6leep, 
Two portals firm the various phantoms keep : 
Of ivory one ; whence flit to mock the brain, 
Of winged lies a light fantastic train : 
The gate opposed pellucid valves adorn, 
And columns fair incased with polished horn, 
Where images of truth for passage wait, 
With visions manifest of future fate." 

Virgil, who delights to reproduce Homers fine passages, 
makes iEneas pass from the Elysian fields out of the Ivory 
Gate (jEneidos, vi. 1. 894) : — 

• • • 

in 



IV PREFACE. 

" Sleep gives his name to portals twain, 

One all of horn, they say, 
Through which authentic spectres gain 

Quick exit into day, 
And one which bright with ivory gleams, 

Whence Pluto sends delusive dreams." 

Coningtori8 Translation. 

Horace (Carminum, iii. Ode 27) makes Europa say : "Do 
I, in the waking state, deplore the baseness of my fault, or 
does some vain image, fleeing from the Ivory Gate, delude 
me innocent of any misdeed ? " 

Amongst those who have furnished me with valuable 
information, or kindly supplied me with documents and 
other aids toward the composition of this book, T have 
to record my heartfelt thanks to Mr. Clark Bell, New 
York ; Dr. D. Clark, Toronto ; Dr. C. K. Clarke of 
Kingston, Ontario ; Dr. T. S. Clouston ; Mr. George R. R. 
Cockburn, M.P., Toronto ; Doctors J. L. Erskine, Deputy 
Surgeon-General ; I. Kerlin of Elwyn, Pa. ; H. Kurella ; 
M. Lovell of Kingston, Ontario ; J. A. Sewell ; W. Pugin 
Thornton of Canterbury ; and Hack Tuke. In the course 
of the book, I take occasion to acknowledge information 
derived from other kind friends. 

WILLIAM W. IRELAND. 
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CHARLES XII. IN STRALSUND. 9 

that his royal master is really back. The whole town awakes ; 
all the windows are illuminated. The king's feet are so 
8 welled that his boots have to be cut off, he not having been 
in bed for sixteen days. Charles lies down and sleeps for a 
few hours. Next morning he is up to review the garrison, 
survey the fortifications, and make preparations to attack his 
enemies, the Danes, the Prussians, the Saxons, the Poles, the 
Hanoverians, the Russians, with the English behind ready to 
help against the terrible Swede. After all he was but one 
man, and could make little way without the brave army he 
had left behind him in Russia and elsewhere. Emanuel's 
younger brother Eliezer had been with the army in Pomerania ; 
but our learned Doctor of Philosophy never carried military 
enthusiasm beyond writing Latin poems in praise of Charles 
XII. and Stenbock, the general who, with a few .regular 
troops and the militia, drove an invading army of Danes out 
of Sweden, and for a season revived the proud hopes of the 
country. Ere the enemy gathered round Stralsund, Emanuel 
Swedenborg got away in a yacht, and returned to Sweden after 
an absence of four years. Charles himself escaped from the 
town after it was half in the possession of the besiegers, in a 
boat with shattered mast, and two men killed by round shot 
from one of the enemy's batteries. 
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had made use of the dissecting room, and it is said that he attendee 
the instructions of Boerhaave at the same time as the elder Monro 
the authority for which is, however, only traditional Be this as i 
may, it is plain that Swedenborg derived his knowledge of the bodj 
chiefly from plates and books, though assuredly he was one who losi 
no opportunity of pursuing his subject in the best way." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

His Views on the Connection between the Soul and the Brain — His 
Theories on the Function of the Brain — The Chemical Labor- 
atory of the Brain — How much Swedenboro Anticipated of 
later Discoveries. 

Here is a sketch of Swedenborg's views on the nature of the 
soul and its relation to the nervous system as contained in 
his work on " The Brain," recently translated and given to the 
world for the first time by Dr. Tafel, in two volumes, filling 
about 1500 pages octavo, which are to be succeeded by two 
more volumes. The original MSS. appears to have been 
written between 1741 and 1743. 

The soul is like the Deity of the microcosm which it 
weaves and forms into its own image in accordance with its 
own essential form,* and works in harmony with the end 
which it beholds in itself. By virtue of its presence in the 
body the soul becomes cognisant of things around. Thus the 
soul is endowed with, and enjoys, a certain kind of omni- 
presence, omniscience, omnipotence, and providence in its own 
little world. To the soul is adjoined a queen which admin- 
isters a part of the empire, not so much from nature and the 
necessity of love and justice flowing thence, as from the 
understanding of truth and the affection of good, nay even 
from a certain voluntary choice. This is called the rational 
mind which properly belongs to us and is human. Yet as the 
body is related to its soul, so the soul is related to the God of 
the universe, to whom alone belongs without limit Omni- 

* This is precisely the same doctrine as is revealed in Swedenborg's 
treatise on " Heaven and Hell," published in 1758. "The corporeal form is 
adapted to the spirit according to the form of the latter, and not conversely, 
for the spirit is clothed with a body according to its own form," N. 453, p. 215. 



DISCOVERIES IN PHYSIOLOGY. 35 

amount of fluid in it must by the laws of gravitation always 
be the same. Some hold that when the blood in the brain is 
increased a corresponding amount of serum is expelled down- 
wards into the cavity of the spinal cord. 

Swedenborg asserted that the will had its seat in the 
cerebellum, and some modern physiologists have defined the 
cerebellum as a regulator of the will in muscular motions. 
Swedenborg'8 views of the functions of the corpus striata agree 
very closely with those of some modern physiologists. He 
says the corpora striata initiate motions which at first origin- 
ated with the cerebrum, and were voluntary, for it is a well 
known fact that voluntary acts by daily habit become spon- 
taneous, or that habit is like second nature. 

Swedenborgs guess from analogy, that the spherules or 
nerve-cells of the brain cluster round the vessels like grapes 
or currants on the stalk, agree with the delicate microscopic 
observations of Dr. Bevan Lewis. 

Swedenborg describes the cerebro-spinal fluid twenty-seven 
years before the publication of the treatise of the Italian 
anatomist Cotugno, to whom the credit of this discovery has 
been assigned. 

Lastly, Swedenborg describes at much length the motion 
communicated to the brain by the act of respiration, and also 
how this motion was imparted to the whole body. Swedenborg 
had a peculiarity in his own breathing, which led him to pay 
especial attention to the relation of respiration to thought. 
Of this more will be said later on. 



CONVERSES WITH SPIRITS. 51 

the Scripture, and that He himself would explain to me what I should 
write on this subject ; that same night also were opened to me, so 
that I became thoroughly convinced of their reality, the worlds of 
spirits, heaven, and hell, and I recognised there many acquaintances 
of every condition in life. From that day I gave up the study of all 
worldly science, and laboured in spiritual things, according as the 
Lord had commanded me to write. Afterwards the Lord opened, 
doily very often, my bodily (lekamlig) eyes, so that in the middle of 
the day I could see into the other world, and in a state of perfect 
wakefulness converse with angels and spirits." 



OFFERS TO EXPLAIN THE HIEROGLYPHICS. 105 

There is still preserved a letter of Swedenborg s to the 
Academy of Sciences of Stockholm, in which he offers to 
explain the hieroglyphics inscribed on the columns and walls 
of the temples in Egypt. These, he wrote, were nothing else 
than the correspondences of natural and spiritual things. Had 
Champollion appeared in his day to show that the hiero- 
glyphics really contained alphabetical characters, Swedenborg 
would either have calmly rejected his views, or would have 
complacently told him that his deciphered texts contained 
both an external and internal sense. 



opened ; and when this is the case, the objects of the spiritual world 
appear as distinctly as those of the natural world." 

" Heaven and Hell," N. 76. — " This also is done in an instant, when it is 
the pleasure of the Lord, that the things of the spiritual world should be 
seen by man ; nor is he at all aware, at the time, that he does not behold 
them with the eyes of his body. It was thus that angels were seen by 
Abraham, Lot, Manoah, and the prophets ; it was thus that the Lord was 
seen by the disciples after His resurrection ; and it was thus, also, that 
angels had been seen by me." 
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perceived. This has been observed mainly in hysteria, som- 
nambulism, hypnotism, and other kindred conditions; but 
what are the limits of this power of heightened feeling and 
perception has not been defined, and is still a subject of 
question. 
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180 CHARLES J. OUITEAU. 

The following document is even more characteristic of the 
mental peculiarities of the assassin. Though dated the day 
of the murder, it was said by Guiteau to have been written 

the day before : — 

" Washington, 2nd July, 1881. 
" To the White House,— 

" The President's tragic death was a sad necessity, but it will unite 
the Republican party and save the Republic. Life is a fleeting dream, 
and it matters little when one goes. A human life is of small value. 
During the war thousands of brave boys went down without a tear. 
I presume the President was a Christian, and that he will be happier 
in Paradise than here. 

" It will be no worse for Mrs. Garfield, dear soul, to part with her 
husband this way than by natural death. He is liable to go at any 
time any way. 

" I had no ill-will towards the President. His death was a political 
necessity. I am a lawyer, a theologian, a politician. I am a Stalwart 
of the Stalwarts. I was with General Grant and the rest of our men 
in New York during the canvass. I have some papers for the press, 
which I shall leave with Byron Andrews and his eo-journalists at 
1440 N.Y. Ave., where all the reporters can see them. 

" I am going to jail. Charles Guiteau." 

On the face of an envelope he had written : — 

" I intend to place these papers, with my revolver, in the library of 
the State department. The reporters can copy them if they wish to 
in manifold. Charles Guiteau." 
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back and look after that judge and jury, the Deity 's down on 
them ; " a way was cleared for him — he entered the van. 
The door was shut to — the black porter stood on the step — 
the van rattled away to the jail, followed by the mounted 
guard. 

On the 4th of February Guiteau was brought to Court once 
more. When asked what he had to say why sentence should 
not be passed on him, the prisoner repeated the old threats. 
" Those Jews," he said, " put the despised Galilean into the 
grave, and they had their way for a little time, but at the 
destruction of Jerusalem, forty years after, the Almighty got 
even with them. I tell you I am here as God's, man. I have 
no fear of death. Kill me to-morrow if you want to. I am 
here as God's man, and have been from the start. I 6are not 
what men shall do with me." 

When the Court in pronouncing sentence of death came to 
the words, "And may God have mercy on your soul," the 
condemned man cried out, wildly, " And may God have mercy 
upon your soul ; I am a great deal better off to-day than that 
jury is." 

There were appeals and requests for a new trial, and a peti- 
tion to have a fresh inquiry into the man's sanity. In the 
meantime Guiteau kept cheerful and hopeful, selling his 
photographs and signatures. He had gained notoriety, and 
was making money at last. All the appeals were in vain. 
The stream of life was nearing the abyss. 
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were so strangely confused and dislocated that the statement 
the prisoner knew the difference between the one and the 
other was likely to mislead the jury. The tragical death of 
the Prime Minister was fresh in men's minds, and no one 
would listen to any suggestion which would put off for a day 
the gratification of seeing his assassin hanged. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The North- West— The Hudson's Bay Company— Manitoba Trans- 
ferred to Canada — Riel drives back the New Governor, and 
seizes upon Fort Garry — His Prisoners — The Red River 
Expedition — Riel is sent to Parliament — Is Committed to an 
Asylum — His Religious Delusions — Is called from Montana 
to the Saskatchewan River. 

THE great lone land of the North- West of America, 
between the Hudson's Bay, the Rocky Mountains and 
Lake Superior, had been held to be the property of the 
Hudson's Bay Company since the days of Charles II. The 
principal aim of this Company was to secure a monopoly of 
the furs of the wild animals which roamed over that wide 
region. 

In all other respects they tried to conceal the resources 
of the country. The furs were brought to them by the 
Indians, or by the hunters and trappers whom they kept in their 
own employment. These were principally French Canadians, 
or settlers brought from Scotland by way of Hudson's Bay. 
In the course of time these hardy hunters, taking wives from 
the Indian tribes, formed a race of metis or half-breeds, who 
knew no other country. 

The Company was at once a governing body and a trad- 
ing body. All furs must be sold to them, everything must 
be bought from them. As the country to the south became 
colonised, and the means of transit got nearer, the half- 
breeds began to see that they could sell their furs at 



258 LOUIS KIEL. 

He received the sacraments of the Church, and Fathers Andre* 
and M* Williams followed him to the scaffold. He was dis- 
suaded by the priests from delivering a last address. He 
met his fate with courage and composure. After death the 
hair was cut off one side of the head and face, the buttons 
were torn off the coat, and the moccasins cut in pieces to 
obtain relics of the deceased. The body was placed in a 
deal coffin to await the directions of the Government. 

Dr. Clark says lie was so sure that some changes indicat- 
•ir»£ insanity would be found in Rids brain that he 
represented to the Government to have a j)08t mortem 
examination held, but this was refused. The body, after 
being kept for four weeks, was given to his relations for 
burial. 

The controversy about the responsibility of the leader of 
the Metis did not end with his life. Resolutions blaming the 
Ministry for carrying out the sentence were passed at large 
meetings at Montreal and Quebec; and in March, 188G, a 
motion was proposed in the Dominion Parliament calling on 
the House to express its deep regret that the sentence of 
death was allowed to be carried into execution. This motion, 
supported by the Opposition, led to an interesting debate, in 
which great rhetorical ability was shown on both sides. The 
chief speakers in favour of the motion were Mr. Laurier, 
C. Cameron, and the Honourable Edward Blake, the leader of 
the Liberal partv. Thev blamed the Ministers for their 
inattention to the just claims of the Metis, who only asked 
what was granted to them after the suppression of the insur- 
rection. They insisted that the leader of the rebellion was 
not tried before a proper tribunal, and that the recommenda- 
tion to mercy should not have passed unheeded. Their 
strongest plea, however, was that Riel was not responsible 
for what he had done, his mind being influenced by delusions 



liis eyes upon the priest, he shouted, To that scaffold will I walk boldly, 
preaching the mission of Church reformation so much needed throughout 
the world." 

"Dr. Clark also tells ius that a few days before his execution, he wrote 
to a clerical friend in Winnipeg a long farewell letter, in which he repeats 
his principal religious delusions. Op. ci(. y p. 15. 
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GABRIEL MALAGRIDA. 
— — *- — 

GABRIEL MALAGRIDA* was born at Mercajo, near 
Milan, on the 18th of September, 1689. At the age 
of twenty-two he was admitted into the Society of Jesus, and 
in 1722 he set out as a missionary to Brazil Here he 
laboured at the conversion of the Indian tribes on the 
Maragnon. The Jesuits were at this time engaged in forming 
a number of States on the frontier of the Portuguese and 
Spanish colonies in South America, taking the entire direction 
of the temporal and spiritual affairs of their converts. In this 
work Malagrida showed that daring and activity which did not 
leave the Jesuit missionaries even in their degenerate days. 
He went about on the hot ground with bare feet, and lived 
on roots and wild fruits. On his body there were scars which 
bore tokens of wounds from arrows and the bites of wild 



* The principal authorities used in writing this sketch are — u Memoirs 
of the Marquis of Pombal, with extracts from his writings, and from 
Despatches in the State Paper Office," by John Smith, Private Secretary to 
the Marquis de Saldanha. London, 1843. 

Nouvelle Biographic GendraU. Paris, I860. Art. Malagrida, by A. de 
Lacaze. 

Griesinger's " History of the Jesuits," translated by A. J. Scott, M.D. 
London, 1885. 

"Anecdotes du Ministere de Sebastien Joseph Carvalho, Comte 
D'Oeyras, Marquis de Pombal. ,> Nouvelle Edition, a Varsovie. 1784. 

" Anedoti del Ministero, di S. G. Carvalho, Marchese di Pombal," &c. 
1787. 

These last two books are written in defence of the Jesuits. The one 
seems a translation of the other, some passages being missed out in the 
Italian version. I have been obliged to depend entirely on them for the 
account of Malagrida's life in South America. 
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NEMESIS. 301 

coast ; she said that she knew that her days were numbered, 
for which she was not sorry, and then added, " Mine has been 
a miserable existence since childhood, and I am now looking 
forward to that happiness which is promised me by our 
Saviour." She died, and was buried in her own country. 
Her son was taken to England, but soon after died. Theodore 
left five other children by different wives or concubines, who, 
in the complete ruin of their father's house, had to seek refuge 
amongst the kindred of their mothers. 

Theodore was able to command an army, but not to rule a 
country. He does not seem to have had any good quality, 
save bravery in battle. The energy, daring, power of dissimula- 
tion, and unflinching will, which helped to raise him so high, 
were in their overgrowth the cause of his downfall. Absolute 
power always depraves its possessor, and with the Negus, the 
depravity passed into insanity. From what he himself said it 
appears that the mental derangement was hereditary, and it 
was no doubt increased by his drunken habits. 

It is a reproach to Abyssinia that this man's cruelties lasted 
so long, and that, though many rose against him, he found 
willing tools to the end. His insanity seems to have been of 
an intermittent character, and to the hour of his death, he 
struggled with vast energy against the fate which was the sure 
Nemesis of his misdeeds. 
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